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•	In 2007, the three largest insurers, Aetna Inc., 
Independence Blue Cross, and Highmark Blue 
Cross Blue Shield, posted combined profits 
of $381 million for business written in the 
state. From 2004 to 2007 Highmark’s profits 
increased 22 percent even as membership fell 
41 percent.1

•	Health insurance premiums for Pennsylvania 
working families have skyrocketed, increasing 
86 percent from 2000 to 2007.2

•	For family health coverage in Pennsylvania 
during that time, the average annual combined 	

premium for employers and employees rose 
from $6,721 to $12,513.3

•	For family health coverage in Pennsylvania, 
the average employer’s portion of annual 
premiums rose 76 percent, while the average 
worker’s share grew by 128 percent.4

•	From 2000 to 2007, the median earnings of 
Pennsylvania workers increased 13 percent, 
from $24,834 to $28,155. During that time 
health insurance premiums for Pennsylvania 
working families rose 6.4 times faster than 
median earnings.5

Pennsylvania Consumers Pay the Price 
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Source: National Association of Insurance Commissioners, “2006 Market Share 
Reports for the Top 125 Accident and Health Insurers by State and Countrywide”
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Sources: Families USA, “Premiums Versus Paychecks,” September 2008.

Percent Increase in Premiums vs Income 
in Pennsylvania, 2000–2007
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